
altogether premature. It if tcall'fot information, and, before
that roforrnation te obtained, assuming what it is to be, the
member who offers (he resolution goes on with a denunciatory
speech in regard to the character of the information he expects
to receive. I shall not pat take alibis time in the discuteion-;
I sball wait until I know what the statement of the facts may
be, and not now apply any statement of law or of fact which
I may suppose to be applicable. I have risen for ne sudh

purpose : but I have risen to express the hope that while we

.re engaged in the discussion of groe and important subject*
with regard to California, we will aot be diverted from our

parp <ee by an expediti <n against C«ba. I hope this resolu¬
tion will be laid upun the table. Indeed, 1 have risen for the

purpose of moving that it be laid epon the table, and that we
proceed to the consideration of the spt cial order, so that the
Senator from Louisiana, who hac the fl x»r, may be permitted
to adJrrs* the Senate ; because the state of his health is such
at to render it detirab'.e that if bo address the Senate on the
engrossing quesijn now before cs, be should do si to-day.

Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator l'rom Kentucky will.al-
low me for a m jmerit

Mr. CLAY. I shall not withdraw the motion.
Mr. YULEE. I do not ask the Senator from Kentucky

to withdraw the ms'.ion ; I merely desire that be would give
it ¦Kliff rmt direction, so that it be taken up to-morrow,
or on some early day.

Mr. CLAY. #Ta that I have no riyeciion, though I should
object if it is to lead to discussion. Mr. President, I ehall
move to lay the reealu ion on the table, and the Senatorfrom
Florida can move to take it up to-mr rrow, if he pleases.

Mr. YULEE. I have no objection that it be laid up wj.'he
table to day, and ! thall a»k the Senate to take it up to¬
morrow.

The question wat then taken on the motion of Mr. Clat,
and the resolution was ordered to tie on the table.
On a subsequent day the resolution was taken up «r<J

adopted.

SPEECH OF Mr. CLAY,
OF KENTVCH1 ,

On the Pending Measures of Compromise.
I* fits ate, Mat 2L, .1850.

The Senate having under consideration the special ord^
being the bill to adcit California as a-*5tate into the Union,
to establish Territorial "Governments forCtah and New Mexi¬
co, and making proposals to Texas for tbe establishment of
her western and northern boundaiies.and Mr. Socie hav¬
ing addressed the Senate.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the debate has been conduct¬
ed in this case with great irregularity. A single piopoaition
was before tbe Senate, end that of an amendment to a parti
oular section, in relation to tbe prohibition as to legislation by
the Territorial Governments on the subject of African slavery.
And, although this was the sole question pending before the
Senat *, Senators have launched out upon the broad ocean,
and embrace, in the course of their arguments, the entire sub¬
ject. Sir, I feel constrained, in vindication of the acts of the
committee of which I was an humb)e member, to meet some

of the arguments of tbe honorable Senators ; and I will begin
with the last, who has just sat down. The Senator from
Louisiana finds himself unable to concur in the scheme of
compromise wbich has been proposed. Will that Senator
condescend to present a contra projet of his own, for the satis¬
faction and reconciliation of th2 people of this country ? Wilt
he tell us what he wants ? Sir, this finding of fault, and,
with the aid of a magnifying glass, disovering defects, des¬
crying the little animalculae which move upon the surface of
matter, and wkich are indiscernible to the naked nattraWeye,
is an easy task, and may be practised wi'hout any practical
benefit or profitable result. It is tbe duty of the Senator who
has jest addressed us.it is the duty of all who as6a:I this
compromise, to give us their own and a better projet; to tell
ob how they would reconcile the intcres's of this country and
harmonize its distracted parts. And I venture to say that,
upon every subject of which the learned Senator has treated,
he has done great irjustice to the acts of this committee. I
do not mean to follow him throughout the whole course of his
remarks, but I will take a rapid notice «£ his objections to the
various features of this report.

Sir, he began, if I am not mistaken, with that which re¬
lates to the recovery ?ind restitution of togitive slaves; and
be said, with ain air of gr>at dissatisfaction, if not of derision,
that the commitUe had brought back that bill with certain
embarrassments instead of improvement*. Kir, I beg you to
recollect that the greatest objections made to the amendment
relating to fugitive slaves co>me from States which are not suf¬
fering under tbe evil of having to recover fugitive slaves. I
stated here the other day, what I repeat again now, that my
own Slate is perhaps the State suffering most from this cause,
while the State of Louisiana is among those States which suf¬
fer from it the least. And yet the honorable Senator from
Louisiana, when we are satisfied with these provUic.ns, sees

an them objections which are insurmountable. And what are

the embarrassments of which he complains ? Why, sir, that
the slave owner, in the pursuit of his fugitive property, has
to cirry with him a record ! That instead of carrying wiih
him, in pursuit of his slave, at great trouble and expense, wit¬
nesses and loose affidavits, he is fortified by an authentic re¬

cord ! That, I say, i« an advantage and a protection to the
slaveholder.a great advantage ; for that record will command
respect in the free States, ar.d will give him an advantage
wbich oral testimony or loose affidavits taken before a jus'ice
of the peace could never confer. The record, moreover, is a

cumula ive, not an exclusive remedy, leaving Lim free to em¬
ploy tbe proviiions of the act of 1793.

With respect to the other-portion of the report which re-

la'eB to this subject.that of trial by jury.where is the in-
conveni< nee of such a trial taking place in the State from
which the fugitive has fled ? In point of fact it will be no

disadvantage, for there will not be one instance in a thousand
where the bond to allow a trial by jury at h>>me will incom¬
mode the slave owner, since the fugitive will be found to have
asked for it as a mere pretext; and when he gets back to his
own State he will, beyond all question, abandon that pretext.
Sir, I put it to the honorable Senator whether he does not
believe that this will be the case ; and this, you will recollect,
is proposed as a substitute and a satisfaction to the North of
that trial by jury wbich they contend for at a distance from
home, and which I have already insisted would amount to a
virtual surrender of the constitutional provision. Moreover,
i| is granting to the slave only the right which he now indis¬
putably possesses, in all the slaveholding States, of resorting
to their tribunals of justice to establish his claim to his free¬
dom, if he has one.

Mr. President, I find myself in a peculiar and painful posi
lion, in respect to the defence of thi* report. I find myself
availed by extremists every whi re; by under currents; by
those in high as wtll as t'jos-e in low authority ; but, believing,
as I do, that this measure, and this measure only, will pass,
if any does pats, during the present session of Congress, I
shall stard up to it, and to this report, against all objictiors,
springing from whatever qunter they may.

Sir, it was but the other day that I found myself reproach¬
ed at the North for conveying an alleged calumny of their in-
sti utior s by saying that the trial by jury, in this patticular
description of case, could not be relied npon as a remedy to
the master who had lost his slave; as if 1 had made any such
charge on Northern judges and juries, in ordinary cases i i

the way of reproach, or had not applauded tbe administration
of justice both iu our State and our Federal courts generally.
But I urged that, if, iu Massachusetts, you require a Ken-
tuckian, going in pursuit of hW slave there, to resort to a tr.al
by jury on the question of freedom or slavery of a fugitive,
it would be requisi e, in consequence of such an awrdon of
privilege on tbe part of the fugitive, that the parties should
produce testimony f ora the State of Kentucky ; that you will
have to delay the t:i«1 from lime to time ; that there mutt be
a power to grant a new trial, and that a supervi* ry power
would be necessary when yo J come to a final trial; that dis¬
tant and fore;gn courts would l>c called on to administer the
unknown laws of a remote commouweaiih : and that, when
you sum up the expenses and charge* at the end of the case,
although the owner may eventually recover his property, the
contest to reqaiu it would have cost him more than it is worth ;
that, in short, he might be largely out of pocket, and that he
would find he bad Utter never have moved at all in the mat¬
ter. That wa* the argument which I used ; and yet, at the
North, I am accused of casting unmerited opprobrium upon
the right of trial by jury and the administration of justice;
while at the South, in another and the last extreme, from
wbich I should have expected any t.dng of the kind, I find
that this amendment is otjecud to as creating embarrassments
to tbe owners of fugitive slaves. Sir, this i# simethiug like
the ftld song.

" I do not like thee, Doctor Fell,
Tbe reason why I cannot tell;
But litis 1 know, Hnrl know full well,
I do not Jikethee, Doctor Fi II."

Such, Mr, President, are their objections to this measure.

Now, let us follow tbe honorable Senator from L, >ui»iana
a little further. . 'ne of bi« great objections was to the clause
which prohibits the Territorial I egislatures from passing arty-
law in reajK-ct to A Vican slavery within the Territories. Did
the honorable Senat e know the history of that clause ? Did
he know that that cla tse wns moved in the committtc of thir¬
teen by his own col'ea^uc f DiJ he know that that clause
was voted for by every Southern member on that committee
except myself, if I am ao to be denominated, contrary to what
h my usual habit of denominating myself ? Every ."Southern
man on that © mrnittee vote I lor the clause which U the theme
of the Senator's criticism to-day, against my opinion, and
that of all the Northern members of that committee, with I be¬
lieve one solitary exception f And yet, the moment it pre¬
sents itself, although it comet under Southern auspices, it is
objected to !

Again, I a*k the honorable Senator from Louisiana, if this
is to be rejected, te!l us what you want; put it down in black
and whit'-$ put down your project| com^ero it with that of
the committee, and let us know ti e full »xtent of your de¬
mand*, and then we shall l>e able to pass judgment upon
them, approving them if we earn and do not restrict your¬
selves, in this unstatecmanlikc m inner, to the mtre finding cf

r*nH with what is already proposed, without offering * solitary 1
substitute for the measure you oppose.
Now, fir, the honorable Henalor raises great objection to

this clause of prohibition. He tells uc that no police regula
tions can be made. Either there is al.very there or there is
not. If there is no slavery there, then these is no need of any
(ice regulations. If there be slavery there, then the necessary
police regulations exist already. And I imagine that they will
be f »und sufficient, as they have already been found in tine

past; at all events from the present time until the tinvs when
Stau s shall ba (armed out of these Territories. Now, let him
escape from that dilemma if he can. I repeat it, if there ic
slavery there, these are police regulations ; il there is no sla¬
very, then none are required.

sir, the aim of the committee, ir. the introduction of that
clause.1 speak far every member of it, an J the honorable
mover of it as well as others.was .imply to do this : to de¬
clare that the Territorial Legislatures should have power
neither to admit nor to exclude slavery. That was our pur¬
pose.our 8<de purpose ; and, if the amendment does not ac¬

complish that,purpose, would it net be more consistent with
a spirit of amity.with that desire «f settling these questions
which, I trust and hojie, animates the Senator from Louisiana
aa well as others.would it not harve been more conformable
to that spirit to have moseJ an amendment, simply providing
against the admission or exclusion of slavery in taese territo¬
ries, leaviug litem free to establish any police regulations they
please, than to have attacked this measure in the manner in
which he has done, as if that clausc contained some newand
dangerou* principle to be guarded against ; and as if it did
not embody the exact principle for wkich the South has uni¬
formly contended1

Again, the honorable Senator objects to the clause inter¬
dicting the slave trade in the District of Columbia. He ob¬
jects to it on twe grounds. In the first place, because the
committee do net affirm in their report tbat there is no oon-

stitutionsl power in Congress to pass upon the subject of sla¬
very in this District. Now, what is the opinion of the Sena¬
tor and of the Senate upon this subject } *A large portion,
probably a majority of the Senate, believes that Congress has
the power ; another purtion believes that Congress has no

such power. And how docs the honorable Senator expect to
arrive at a compromise in which one of tbese opinions shall
be made to triumph over the ether' How does he expsct
that those Senators who think that the power does exist in
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, aie

to plunge their hands into the inmost recesses of their soula,
and drag out that truth which lies there' If he wants a com¬

promise, he must take it without asking Senators, on the one
.side or on the other to repudiate their fixed and deliberate
opinion* ; if he does not want a compromise, then let him in¬
sist that one cl iss of Senators shall surrender the opinions
which they hold to the other clasj. Sir, I thought that the
remmittee were on that subject as happy as they could be.
The report neither atfirnw nor denies the power of Congress
to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia. It says
that it ought not to be done; and he who thinks it ought not
to be/done upon constitutional grounds, ought to be satisfiid ;
and he who thinks it may be done constitutionally, but who
believes that it ought not to be done, from considerations of
expediency or kinduess, or fraternal regard towards other por¬
tions uf the country, ought also to be satisfied. Thus, by
neither affirming nor denying the power, but by asserting that
the powbr ought not to be exercised, I say it is a-compromise
with which all ought I think to be perfectly satisfied. Djcs
the honororable Senator expect that my learned friend in my
eye, (Mr. Wehster,) who has no doubt about the power,
will give up that opinion ? Does he expect that he will re¬

nounce hisdelilierate, well considered, and well formed opin¬
ions, which he has entertained for years ? Does the South
expect to succecd in any such demand as that ? Will the
Senator from Louisiana demand it ? If he does, he demands
that there shall be no compromise, no settlement of the ques¬
tions wh ch are now agitating the country.

But, sir, the honorable Senator has misconceived the bill
for abolishing the, slave trade which the committee have re¬

ported. This bill is a mere adoption of the law of Maryland.
I will here mention a fact which shows how wrong it is to

prvjudge a thing. An honorable friend of mine, in my eye,
has suggested that the object can be accomplished in a certain
mode ; and I should like to know, from the Senator from Lou¬
isiana, whether he thinks it attainable anJ acceptable in that
way or not ' The introduction of slave J now into this Distric',
either for sale or for being placed in depot for subsequent
transportation, arises out of two laws which were parsed by
Congress itself, one in the year eighteen hundred and t*o,
and the other some yfars after, permitting it to be done.
The Senator to whom I have referred observed to me some
time ago: "Mr. Clay, you can accomplish your object
simply by repealing these two laws, and by leaving the
state of the law where it was before Congress allowed by
law the introduction of slavery into this District." I have
not examined the two acts of Congress ; but, as I know the
Senator to be familiar with the laws ot this District and the
laws of Maryland, I have no doubt that he is riuht. Now, if
instead of adopting the law of Maryland, which, in other
words, is the bi'l propjsed by the committee, we bad proposed
simply to repeal these two nets of Congress, in virtue of which
alone .slaves have been introduced into the District for the par-
pose of being transported to New Orleans and elsewhere,
would he think it wrong, would he think it unconstitutional ?
Would he think it was alarming to the rights of the people of
the South for Congress to repeal its own laws 3 Sir, where
there is a disposition to look at things with an imp artial and a
candid eye, and to look at all the interests of all the parts of
the country, and. all the opinions, and all the prejudices, if
you will, of our fellow citizens, we shali be much more likely
to arrive at a satisfactory and harmonious result, than by at¬
taching ourselves to a single position, and viewing from that
point every thing, and seeking to bring eve-y thing to the
standard of our own peculiar opinions, our own bed of Pro¬
crustes.
The Senator is mistaken in saying that a resident of the

.District cannot go out of the District and purchase a slave
and bring him here for bis own use.

Mr. SOLLC. I feel assured that the honorable Senator
has misunderstood me. I have merely stated that the effect
of this section, if I understand it well, will be to preclude
the introduction into the District of any slave for the purposeof being solJ, even if it were for the purpose of supplying the
necessities of those inhabiting the District; acd I know that
the hor>o ablj Senator will do me the justice, on looking at
the section, to aJrnit that such will be its legal effect.

Mr. CLA\ . Well, what is the inconvenience of it ' A
slave cannot be brought within this place for sale and be here
. old, but a man who wants a slave here may go to the distance
of five miles arid purchase one, and bring him here, not for
sale, but f..r his own use. The real amount of inconvenience
then, is, that a resident within the District will have to travel
five miles to purchase a slave, instead of the slave being
brought here to be sold. There is no'bing whatever in the
bill which prohibits a resident within the District from goin»
out of tha Dis'nct and purchasing a slave for his own use*
rtie only prohibition is, that no slave can be brought into
the District or into market for sale, as mercba^ise, without
a forfeiture. But, sir, I repeat, that, by the repeal of the
laws under which this is done, all difficulty might have been
obviated ; and 30 it will probably be, if the bill be allowed to
take its usml course.
No part of this compromise seems to receive the commen¬

dation of the Senator from Louisiana, or to sffird him any
solace or satisfaction. He says that it has been contended
by me and by others, that the law of Mexico abolished slaveryand that itd.es not exist there by law, and is not likely to
be introduced dure, in point of fact. I cannot renounce
that opinion. It is impossible in my nature for me to do so
I cannot disbelieve what I believe. But the honorable Se¬
nator has taken up the greater portion of the time in which he
has so ebly and eloquently addressed a.% to prove what}
That that opinion or mine is incorrect. He has gone into
an historical account ot the abolition of slavery in Mexico-
be has gone into the negotiations which led to the conclusion
of the treaty of Hidalgo ; he has gone behind the nega¬
tions into the instructions given with regard to the proposi¬
tion of the Mexican commissioners, forbidding the ir.troduc
tion of slavery i,.to the ceded Territories. He hag come into
the Senate, and traced what has been done in this body, in
order to prove that even here, by the negative of a proposi-
tion, moved, I believe, by a Senator from Connecticut,
there was an implied purpose on the part of Congress to al¬
low slavery, or rather to recognise it there. Now, cannot
the Senator be satisfied with his own vi^w » He thinks that
sla\ cry is not abolished there. I knew tbat he is much more
eminent as a jurist than I ever aspire to be. Why, t len, is he
not satisfied With his own opinion > Will he not, in a spi-
rit of liberal t leration, allow an opposite opinion to be enter-
tained > But the o- jection to the measure is, tbat, although
this proposes to te a settlement of a!! the questions involved,
yet there is one ques ion which is left unsetiled, tbat of the
Itx h,ci in regard to slavery in these territories, which ought
to have l>een adjusted. Will be tell me how it could be
settled ' Will he or any body el*e tell me how it ran be
set led, otherwise ihan by the Supreme C >urt of the United
States, whether the law of Mexico did or did not alfoluh sla-
very within the limits of those Territories? That is what the
c in-nittee proposes to du. They have recommended this
plan to the consideration of the Senate, and of the country,
as a measure of general compromise, which would settle all
the questions that were practicable or possible for IrgiaUtion
to set lie. The question which tfce Senator sui pos. s is left
unsettled, can only be settled by the Supreme Court of the
United States, and there it is left.
Now, sir, it is « little remarkable that the Senator areued

with surb ureal ingenuity, and great earnestness, that, accord¬
ing to the local law of Mexico, slavery was not abolished; thai
according to the local law of Mexico, there was a right on the
part of the slaveh dder t> carry his slaves there; tha' ac¬
cording to that local law, and the constlution of the United
8r.se., that right exists. If it does, ou,ht not theStnator to
be satisfied Wby, I should suppose that it was ail that he
wanted. He eays that the right to car-y slaves there ex-

Is", .nd ll,at Congress has no p,wer to legate on the sub-
ject of slavery one way or the o-her. What more then, does be
want He saya rhat .he lex loci admits the existence of sla¬
very. 7 hen baa not the honorable Senator got precise!* what
be nnti f r 9

Mr. SOULE. The honorable Senator doe* me injustice-
I expressly admitted thai slavery was abolished by the Mexi¬
can law. I never raised a doubt upon that question. Sla¬
very has been abolished within the limits of Mexico by the
constitutional power of Mexico. So lar ae that goes, there¬
fore, there cannot he the shadow of a doubt in the mind of
any one, that, if the Mexican law prevails, slavery is already
abolished and utterly eradicated.

Mr. CLAY. 1 understood the Senator to be assailing the
opinion which I entertained and expressed.

Mr. 80ULE. I certainly did not.
Mr. CLAY. Be that as it may, the honorable Senator

contends for that which is equivalent to the non-abolitioa of
slavery by the Mexican law.that the right to carry slaves
in»o the ceded Territories was restored by virtue of the consti¬
tution of the United States.

Mr. SOULE. That is it.
Mr. CLAY. That, then, is what the Senator contended for.

Very well, then. If, by the Constitution of the United States,
there is a right, on the part <>f every slaveholder in this country,
to carry slaves-into the ceded Territories, (which I certainly
do nut believe or admit,) what more does the Senator want }
He talks about the statu rjua. The statu quo is precisely
what I should suppose him to want. But, superadded to that,
if that be wi:h 'him, is the Constitution of the United States.
And yet he is not satisfied. Does he wish the constitution to
ba re-enacted ' Can the paramount authority be strengthen¬
ed by an act ol* subordinate power ? Would he recommend
the introduction of the Wilrnot provieo into the bill, or a legis¬
lative enactment to admit slaves, because the plan of the com¬
mittee is silent upon tnat subject ? The Senator is not satis-
lied with this compromise. Will be tell us now, in so many
words, what be would put into an act of Congress to satisfy
himself on the oubject of slavery f I should be extremely hap¬
py to hear it.

Mr. SOULE. I am ready to answer the honorable gentle¬
man at once. I will be satisfied wiih this section of the bill
if the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mississippi
prevail. That is all 1 want. I am willing to abide by that
section, provided the amendment proposed by the Senator
from Mississippi, and which I have this morning sustained,
be adopted. I will also be satisfied with other portions of the
bill, if reasonable amendments shall be made.

Mr. CLAY. 1 am happy to find that there is some pos¬
sibility that the Senator may yet vole with us. Perhaps I
should1 have been less earnest if I had not despaired of ever ob¬
taining his vole. I really thought that, from the course of
his argument, and from the manner in which he treated eveiy
proposition contained in Ihe report, he was a gone case; that
he was hopeless ; that nothing could reconcile him to any
scheme that the committee could propose. I regret, however,
to perceive that the Senator, in announcing what weuld satis-
fy him, restricts himselfio this section. But, now, I should like
to know what other law the Senator wants upon the subject of
slavery than the paramount law of the Constitution of the
Uni'ed States ?

Mr. SOULE. Protection.
Mr. CLAY. The paramount law of the constitution af-

fords that protection.
Mr. SOULE. I think it does not aflford thai protection.
Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator ba satisfied with striking

out the clause ?
Mr. SOULE. I will be satisfied with the cause, provided

it be modified^as proposed l»f my friend from Mississippi.
Mr. CLAY. But that amendment the Sjnator knows I

cannot agree to, because it assumes a fact fie existence of
which I deny. It assumes the fact that slav.s are there. I
maintain that there are none there, except bere and there a

body servant that has been ciriied there b» those who are

sojourning ^jr travelling through the country.'
If the Senator will be satisfied wiihstiikinj out the clause,

I will vote to strike it out, because I voted igainst putting it
in. Or I would consent to its being so moiltied as to dechre
that the territorial Legislature shall neither admit nor exclude
tlavery, which will leave it open to police regulations. If
the Sii na'or will be satisfied with lhaf, I ».n contrnt. But, if
t.ie Senator desires, by any indirect means, by any clause
which goes beyond its professed object, by any implication
which can result from that clause, to a?sert either that slavery
ex sts now in that country, or that it is lawful to carry it
there under the constitution of the Uniied State*, I, for one
cannot agrt e to it. If the Senator will agree to the modifica¬
tion of the clause, so as to declare that the Territorial Legis¬
lature shall pass no laws either to admit or exclude slavery.

.

'

e ^ EBS.TER. Respecting the establishment or exclu¬
sion of slavery.

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. If the Senator will agree to
modify the clause so as to declare that the Territorial Legis¬
lature shall pass no laws respecting the establishment or ex¬
clusion of slavery, I will go for jt wilh pieasure>

Mr. SOI LE. I wish not to misunderstand the honorable
Senator, but it I understood his argument, it seems to imply
that the amendment proposed by the honorable Senator from
Mississippi assumes the existence of slavery there. I cannot
concur with htm in that. The amendment assumes that
slaves may be there, but it certainly will not carry them there
it they be not already there. And if any right exists under the
state of things which that asserts, I cannot conceive what
scnouso jeetwn^c.n be entertained on the part of the honor¬
able Senator, to the amendment proposed by the Senator from
Mississippi. It only pro ects whatever rights may exist there.
It does not give any right. It only seeks to protect such
rights as, under the constitution of the United States, msv
now or hereatier exist. For these reasons I shall vote for the
amendment. I beg the pardon of the honorable Senator for
interrupting him.

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, if the honorable Senator will be
satisfied with such an amendment as I have sugg< sted, and
which I understood the other day was satisfactory to most
gentlemen on that side of the house.an amendment declar¬
ing that the Legislatures of the Territories shall neither esta^

n"r "dude slavery.I am contcnt. Then it will leave
open all ihese questions of right to be settled under the con¬
stitution of the United 8tates, and all those matters of police
which are stated to be desirab'e. But I cannot agree to an
amendment which, in point of fact, assumes that slavery has
an existence there at this time, and assumes in point of law
that, under the constitution of the United Sta'es, there is a

right to carry slaves there. I cannot vote for either p-oi osi-
uon. I repeat that I am ready to vote to strike out ihe clause,
to re am the clause, or to modify the clause in the way that
1 have suggested, which will accomplish ail the objects sought
for on the other s.de of the house, if I understand them.

iNow, Mr. President, I am not going, at this time of the
session, and at this stage of the progress of this measure, to
discuss the question of the validity of the laws of Mexico.
Ihe question whether the opinions expressed by me and by
others, or the opposite ones, be right, can only be decided by
the Supreme Court of the United States, upon a proper case

>rought.before that tribunal. We go as far as we can to set¬
tle all these questions. We establish governments there and
courts there, from which courts appeals may be taker, ac¬
cording to the express provisions of the bill, to the Supreme
Court of the Lnited States. A question as to whether or not
the Mexican law prevails in these Territories, or whether the
constitution admits slaves to be taken there, can only be de-
cided by that tribunal.

*\res'dent» } w''l not say any thing more with respcct
to the able, ingenious, and eloquent argument of the Senator
from Louisiana; but I will proceed to ttie other subjects winch
I propose to discuss. I am not one of those who, eiiher at
the commencement of the session or at any time during its
progress, have believed that there was any prescnt actual dan¬
ger to ihe existence of the Union. But I am one of thos«
who believe that, if tbia agitation is'continued for oceor two
Vtars longer, no man can foresee the dreadful consequences.
A dissolution of the Union, the greatest of all calamities in
my opinion which can befall this country, may not in form
tnke place; but next to that is a dissolution of tLose fraternal
and kindred ties thst bind us together as one free, christian,
and commercial people. In my opinion, the b^dy politic can¬
not be preserved unless this agitation, this distraction, this
exasperation, which is going on between the two sections of
the country, shall ceasa. Unless it do cease, I am afraid
that this Lninn, for all the high and noble purposes for which
our fathers formed it, will not be pres-rved.

Mr. President, I will go so far as to venture to express this
opinion, that unless this measure of compromise, not the exact
words of the bill.for the committee, I .m ,ure, will agree to
any amendments or modificrbns which will letter the mea-
sure-but unless some measure of thi< kind pass, I hazard the
prediction that nothing will he done for California, nothingwill be done for the lemtories, nothing upon the fugitiveslave bill, nothing upon the bill which interdicts slavery in (his
District. Unless some such measure prevail, instead of heal¬
ing and closing the wounds of ,he country, instead r.f stopping

T' " W,lLfl0W in 8,i" *rpater quantities,with still greater danger to the republic. And I repeat that

mt nts Tit'T 'he me'SUre UfWn y°ur,abIe» such amend-

nas o V r reCe,VC' 8UmC tan,a..t measure, must
1 M8e" UI'on a",he 8u,jecu tJ Which ,he re*

Let us look at the subject. If you do not pass I his mea-
sure, there is a possibility, some gentlemer, will say a high pro-

mvselfVu Ih^th 0'"11,6'11 Wl" "0t paS,> 1 haver,° douht
myself but that th.r* era large majorities in both Houws of

Union but fmT a<*nii«Mon of California into the
Luion , but from causes upon which I shall not dwell and
which are adverted to by menol with pleasure, but with'pain
am afraid tba' that bill never will pn8« ihe two Hous. * as a

TZZ'l?!: VVha;' "TV1" ih<-*o"h:
country Let us supp »e that Congress does hothiog : let
U« suppose that it fails to furnish a remedy Lr any one of lb.evil, which now .ffl,ct the country /uprJ i ^r ,
and go home under these mutual filings of dissatisf^E^

W,li "i"® °Ul °f th* f,i' Jre Congressto adjust these questions. I will say nothing of the reproachand opprobrium ihat would be brought upon us by alUhns
tendom. I will say nothing of those who are looking upon
" tT anx,"u" *>ltatud«, under the hope that we will fulfil

the expsc1.,.n, ,nJ fuIfiI lhe hifh d<itinieg wh.ch
«««

tain to one among the greatest of all countries. I w,i| ..
nothing of that Urge portion of mankind who are gaxing with

c..Tv1fnr*,etV1P0n lh " ?rC#l "Perimentbehalf of man's
capacity fcr s If-govamroent and man', freedom. I will any
nothing of all this. Suppose, then, that after JufL of

six or seven month*, during which we were vainly epdeavor-
ing to reconcile the distracted and divided parti of trie coun¬

try, we go home full of the feeling* of rage and animosity, one

section against another. In such a state of feeling can the

repute long continue f Let us suppose, however, that you
reject this bill and pan the California bill, anJ go home in that
state of things ; what will not the South say ? What re¬

proaches will it not level at the Nor;h upon this subject}
They will say to the North, " You got all you wanted ; you
got the substitute for the Wilmot proviso; you have got a

clause much more potent, much more efficacious than that ;

you have got the interdiction of slavery into the constitution
of California ; you have got all you wanted for the present,
and have refused us every thing ; you have seized upon Cali¬
fornia, and hereafter, from time to time, you mean to appro¬
priate the whole of our acquisitions to your exclusive benefit.
In that state of feeling of mutual exasperation and excitement,
with a heated press, with heated partus, with heated lecturers,
with heated men, how can you expect hereafter to come back
to this theatre of strifie and contention calm and composed, to
settle difficulties which six months of earnest and anxious
labor have not enabled you to adjuat f

It is said that nothing has been done for the South in the
establishment of theae Territorial Governments ; nothing in
this measure of compromise. What, air ! Is there nothing
done 'for the South when there is a total absence of all Con¬
gressional action on the delicate subject of slavery ; when
Congress remains passive, neither adopting the Wilmot pro¬
viso, on the one hand, nor authorizing the introduction of
slavery on the other; when every thing is left in statu quo?
What were the South complaining of all along * The Wil¬
mot proviso.a proviso, which if it be fastened upon this
measure, as I trust it may not be, will be the result, I appre¬
hend, of the difficulty of pleasing Southern gentlemen. Their
great effort, their sole aim has been -for several years to es¬

cape ftom that odious proviso. The proviso ianot in the bill.
The bill is silent; it is non- active upon the subject of >-lavery.
The bill admits that if slavery is there, there it remains. The
bill admits that if slavery is not there, there it is not. The
bill is neither Southern nor Northern. It is equal ; it is fair;
it is a compromise, which any man, whether at the North or
the South, who is desirous of healing the wounds of his
country, may accept without dishonor or disgrace, and go home
with the smiles which the learned Senator regretted he could
not carry with him to Louisiana. They may go home and
say that these vast Territories are left open. If slavery exists
there, there it is. If it does not exist there, it is not there.
Neither the North nor the South has triumphed; there is per¬
fect reciprocity. The Union only has triumphed. The South
has not triumphed by attempting to introduce slavery, which
she would not do if she could, because she maintains (although
it is not my own individual opinion) that Congress has no
right to legislate on the one hand for its introduction, or on the
other for its exclusion. Nor has the North been victorious.
She may, indeed, and probably will, find her wishes ultimately
consummated by the exclusion of slavery from our territorial
acquisitions ; but if she doe*, that ought not to be an occasion
of complaint with the South, because it will be the result of
inevitable causes. The h ll has left the field opeu for both,
to be occupied by slavery, if the people, when they are forming
States, shall so decide ; or to be exclusively devottd to free¬
dom, if, as is probable, they shall so determine.
Now let me call the attention of the Senate to a very pain¬ful duty, which I am constrained to perform, and which I shall

perform let it subject me to what misinterpretation it may, here
or elsewhere. I mean the duty of contrasting the plan pro¬
posed by the Executive of tho United States with the plan
proposed by the committee of thirteen. If the Executive has
a friend.(I do not mean exactly that, because I believe and
wish myself to be a friend of the Executive, feeling most
anxious to co-operate with him).but if there be a friend of
the Executive who supports his measure to the exclusion ofthat of the committee, will he stand up herp, and meet us
face to face upon the question of superiority of the one mea¬
sure to the other ? Let us here, and not in the columns of
newspapers, have a fair, full, and manly interchange of argu¬
ment and opinion. I shall be ready to bear my humble partin such a mental cantest. Allow me to premise by assuming,
in the first place, that every friend of his country must be
anxious that all our difficulties be settled ; and that we should
once more restore concord and harmony to this country.
Now, what is the plan of the President ? I will describe

1t by a simile, in a manner which cannot be m'sunderstoou.
Here are five wounds.one, two, three, four, five.bleedingand threatening the well be»ng, if not the existence ofthe bxly
politic. What is the plan of the President ? Is it to heal
all these wounds } No such thing. It is only to heal one
of the five, and to leave the other four to bleed more profuse¬
ly than ever, by the sole admission of California, even if it
should produce death itself. I have said that five wounds
are open and bleeding. What are they ? « First, there is
California; there are the Territories second ; there is the
question of the boundary of Texas the third ; there is the fu¬
gitive slave bill the fourth ; ar.d th re is the question of the
slave trade in the District of Co'uml ia fifth. The President,
instead of proposing a plan comprehending all the diseases of
the country, looks only, at one. His recommendation does
not rmbiace, and he says nothing about the fugitive slave
bill or the Distrct bill; but he recommends that the other
two subjects, of Territorial Government and Texas boun¬
dary remain and be ieft untouched to cure themselves by
some law of nature, by the vismedicatrix naturec, or some
self remedy in the success of whieh I cannot perceive any
ground of the least confidence. I have seen with profound
surprise and regret, the jersistance.fur so I am painfully
compelled torega-d the facts around us.of the Chief Magis¬
trate of the country in his own peculiar plan. I think that,
in a spirit of compromise, the President ought to untte with
us. He recommends the admission of California. We are

willing to admit California. We go with him as far as he
goes, and we make its admision compose a part of a general
plan of settlement and compromise, which we propose to the
consideration of the Senate. In the spirit of compromise
which, I trust, does, and which I know ought to, animate
both ends of Pennsylvania avenue, we had a right to sup¬
pose, when the committee announced in its report that it
was satisfied with his recsmmendaiion, so far a* it went,
but that it did not go, in our re-pectful judgment, far.
enough, and that we therefore ofTered our measure to
close up the four remaining wounds.I think, that in n spi¬
rit of peace and concord, and of mutual confidence and co¬

operation, which ought to animate the different departments of
the Government, the President, entertaining that consti-
tutional deference to the wisdjm of Congress which he has
professed, and abstaining, as he has declared he would ab¬
stain, from any interference with its free deliberations, ought,
without any dissatisfaction, to permit us to consider what is
best for our common country. I will go a little further in this
comparison, which I make most painfully. After the observa¬
tions which I addressed to the Senate a week ago, I d:d hope
and trust there would have been a reciprocation from the other,
end of the avenue, as to the desire to heal, not one wound on¬
ly, which being healed alone would exasperate and aggravate
instead of harmonizing the country, but to heal them all. I
did hope that we should have had some signification, in some
form or other, of the Executive contentment and satisfaction
with the entire plan of adjustment. But, instead of concurrence
with the committee on the part of the Executive, we have an
authentic assurance of his adherence exclusively to his own
particular echcme.

Let us look at the condition of these Territories, and I shall
endeavor to do what has not been done with sufficient preci¬
sion, to discriminate between non-action or non-intervention in
regard to slavery, and non-action as it respects the govern
ment of tho people, who, by the dispensations of Providence,
and the course of event.*, have come to our hands to be taken
care of. To refrain from extending to them the benefit of
government, law, order, and protec ion, is widely different
from silence or non-intervention in regard to African slavery.
The recommendation of the President, as I have already

said, proposes the simple introduction of California as a State
into the Union.a measure which, standing by itself, has ex-
citcd the strongest symptoms of dusatisfiction in the Southern
portions of the confederacy. The recommendation proposes
to leave all else untouched and unprovided for. In such an
abandonment, what will be the condition of things ? The
first approximate Territory to California is Utah, and in what
condition ia that left by the President's message ? Without
any government at all. Without even the blessing.or curse,
ss you may choosa to call it, of a military government. There
is no government there, unless such as the necessities of the
case have required tho Mormon? to erect for thrmsi Ives.
Until the common parent shall hive spread its power and its
authority over them, they have no adequate government.
Then next c.ime to New Mexico, and in what condition

does the President's message lea»e her } With a military gov¬
ernment ; a military government which, administered as it is
proposed to be, is no government. While upon this part of
the subject, let me call your attention to what has been said
by the Delegate from th»t Ter.itory, in a feeling address which
he has recently pubji-hed to the people of New Mexico.

Mr. U.TDKRWoon, at tho request of Mr. Cut, read the
following extracts:
"Why have our rights, which are certainly indisputable,been so long withheld > Why have we been conipell d to live

under a military domination, 10 repugnant to freemen, and 10
oppoied to the acknowledged spirit and foundation of this Go¬
vernment ' Why, our condition, instead of being improvedby the transfer of allegiance, as was promised to us, has been
continually getting worse. Why has this Government so longneglected giving you that protection against Indian depreda¬tions which was so often promised, both before and since the
treaty of cession 1 Why, the connexion with this Govern¬
ment, which you have been encouraged to look forward to as
the beginning ol your prosperity and impiovement, has ha'l its
opening with three years of depredation, miserable misrule,and military despotism."
Again : " It is useless for me to remind you that you have

no other than a military government to administer the civil
laws with which you came into the Union, (and under which
you and your ancestors have lived for two centuries.) What
other F*x»-cutive have you but the «ommander of the troops in
New Mexico > Does he not absolutely control all the civil
establishments of your country ' Is there a civil officer but
holds his office by commission from the military officer dur¬
ing his will and pleasure f lias be not indeed ..turned to or¬
der die courts whom to bring to trial, and in every way pre¬
scribe their jurisdiction > And when the Secretary ot' War

command* him not to interfere, or prevent the officers fro
Inu to exercise their commissions in your Territory, can
that be cm led a neutrality > Is it not a virtual abandonment
ol the government

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Preaident, with regard to Uuh there i«
no government whatever, unless it is such as necessity has
prompted the Mormons to institute ; and when you come to
-Vew Mexico what government have you > A military gov¬
ernment, by a lieutenant colonel of the army ! A lieutenant
colonel, a mere subordinate of the army of the United Slates,
holds the governmental power there, in a time of profound
peace. Stand up, Whig who can.stand up, Democrat who
can, and defend the establishment of a military government
in this free and glorious Republic, in a time of profound
peace ! Sir, we had doubts about the authority of the late
I resident to do this in lime of war, and it was cast as a re¬

proach against him. But here, in a time of profound peace,
it is proposed, by ihe highest authority, that this government)
lhat this military government.and by what authority it has
continued since peace ensued I know not.should be con¬
tinued indefinitely, till New Mexico is prepared to come as a
State into the Union. And when will that be > There are
now about lien thousand people there, composed of Americans,
Spaniards, and Mexicans ; and about 80,000 or 90,000 In¬
dians, civilised, uncivilized, half civilized, and barbarous peo¬
ple { and when will they be ready to come in as a State ?
fc*ir, I say it under a full sense of the responsibility of my po¬
sition, that if to-morrow, with such a population, and such a
constitution as such a population might make, they were to
come here for admission as a State, I for one would not vote
for it. It would be ridiculous, it would be farcical, it would
bring into contempt the grave matter of forming common
wealths as sovereign members of this glorious Union. She
has no population in sufficient numbers morally capable of
sell government; nor will she have for many years to come
such a population as will make it proper to admit her as a State.
And yet the plan of the President is to leave this military gov¬
ernment under this lieutenant colonel in full operation, de¬
claring as he does, in opposition to evidence, that they hivo a

very good government there now.
But what sort of a government does this lieutenant colonel

placed over them administer to his subjects ? Why, I suppose
one of the greatest and first du' ies ofgovernment is to give pro¬
tection to the people, to g:v« defence to the Territory which
he governs, and to repel invasion from the limits of the
cotintry. And how does this military commander, acting
as it is said under the authority of the Secretary of War,
behave upon the first approach of an invasion > While
commissioners are sent there as pioneers in the work of
bringing all that part of New Mexico on this side of the
Rio del Norte under the authorily of Texas as the territory
of lexas, what does this military governor do, or propose to
do, to protect those people and repol invasion, and to protect
the domain f He says he means to be neutral, and has in¬
structions from headquarters to be neutral in this contest be¬
tween the people of Santa Fe or New Mexico and Texts !
The governor of this peop'e, who are opposed to the jurisdic¬
tion of 1 exaP, says he means lo take no part with those whom
he governs, but to leave them to fight it out as well as they
can wnh the power of Texas What American can say that
under the circumstances, this course is Justifiable ; and what
will bfnarne of the sacred obligations of the treaty of Hi
a g°. ..°fal! l,he honorable distinctions which characterize
man in his social and aggregate, or bis individual character,
that of good faith, of the honorable fulfilment of obligation/
and the observance of contracts in private life, and of treaties
in public life, is one which commends itself most to the ap¬

probation of enlightened mankind. Here we have a provi-
sion in tins trea'y staring us in the face, requiring us to ex¬
tend the protection of government to the pnople of Utah and
IVew Mexico. We arc told we may sifely.it is not said, I

terms» but il '8 »n effect.we may withdraw from
the fu lilment of our obligations, and leave this people lo
themselves, to work out ihtir own happiness and salvation in
such way as they can !

In what circumstances will this country be if Congress ad¬
journs without a settlement of this boundary question, and
without establishing Territorial Governments for Utah and
ISew Mexico In what condition would the people of New
Mejpw be east of the Rio del Norte in their conflict with
I exas Sir, I need not remind you of what every body
knows of the settled dislike, the insuperable antipathy exist-
ing on the part of the people of New Mexico towards Texas,
denouncing and denying her authority, contravening the
exis ence of her laws, arid" ready, if they had the power to~
do it, to resist her chim ofjurisdiction to the last extremity.
And yet they are to be left to take care of themselves. They
have got a government good enough for them !

Mr. President, that is not my conception of my duty as an
American legislator. My duty tells me to perform what we
have promised to perform ; my duty tells me to extend to
this people in Ltah and New Mexico the benefits of that su-
preme authority residing in the city of Mexico which they
had when they constituted a part of the republic of Mexico;
but which, when they came to us, we promised to extend to
hem from Washington, on our part. That is my concep-
ton of duty, and I will undertake to perform it, if I can. If
I cannot do itl on account of the Wilmot proviso, or if, as
the result of any other obstacle that may be thrown in the
way, 1 cannot accomplish what I deem my duty, I shall stand
acquitted in the sight of God and my own conscience; I
shall be irreproachable as to any deliberate neglect, even if I
fail in ihe attempt to perform my duty.

I will close this part of what I have to say by groupine
comparing, and contrasting the features of the respective plane
of the Executive and the Committee, which I shall be glad if
the Reporters will publish in parallel columns :
1 he President's plan propo-l The Committee's plan re-

*?-S.kn ?"JuM"1.ent only onelcommends an amicable settle-
ot the 5ve subjects which agi-ment of all five of them.
tate and divide the country.
The President's plan propo¬

ses the admission of California
as a State.
He proposes non-interven-

tion as to slavery.
But he proposes further non

intervention in the establish¬
ment of Territorial Govern¬
ments ; that is _to say, that we
shall neglect to execute the oh-
ligation of the United States in
the treatv of Hidalgo.tail to
govern those whom we are
Bound to govern.leave them
without the pro'ection of the
civil authority of any General
Government.leave Utah with¬
out any government at all, but
that which the Mormons may
institute.and leave New Mex¬
ico under the military govern¬
ment of a lieutenant colonel.
His plan tails to establish the Their's proposes a settle-

_^ew Mexico east of ment of the boundary question,
the Rio Grande, and would ex- and, being settled, a civil war

pose the people who inhabit itiwith Texas would be averted,
to civil war, already threaten¬
ed, with Texas.
He proposes no adjustment They offer amendments,

of the fugitive slave subject. which will make the recovery
of fugitives more effectual, and
at the same time, it is believ¬
ed, will be generally satisfac-
tory to the North.

He proposes no arrangement They propose to interdict
of the subject ot slavery or the the slave trade in the District,
slave trade in the District of and to leave slavery there ud-
Columbia. .distu' bed.

Thus, of the five subjects of They propose to adjust all
disturbance and agitation.-to five of them on a basis which,
*'t> California, 1 territorial it is confidently believed, ia
Governments, the boundaip- just, fair, and honorable, and
question with Texas, the fugi-will be satisfactory to the peo-
tive bill, and the subject of sla- pie of the United States.
very in the District.

His plan settles but one, leav-| They offer the olive branch
ing the other four unadjusted, of peace, harmony, and tran-
to inflame and exasperate the quiility.
public mind, I fear, more than
ever. i

Under his plan, one party,1 Under their plan, all ques-
fluslied with success in the ad- tions being settled in a spirit
mission ot California alone, of mutual concession and com-
will contend, with new hopes promise, there will be general
and tresh vigor, for the appli-acquiescence, if not satisfac*
cation ot the Wilmot proviso tion; and the whole country
to all the remaining territory ; will enjoy once morethabless-
whilst the other party, pro-ing ot domestic peace, concord,
voiced and chagrined by ob- and reconciliation.
taming no concession whatever,
may be urged and animated to'
extreme and greater lenglhsi
than have been yet manifested.]

Whilst the President's plan ia confined to a tingle mea¬
sure, leaving the Governments of Utah and New Mexico
unprovided for, and the boundary between Texas and New
Mexico unsettled, another, and one of the most irritating
questions, is left by him, without any recommendation or any
provision, to harass and exasperate the country.
He fails to recommend anv plan for the settlement of the

important and vexatious subject of fugitive slaves. He pro¬
poses no plan of settlement of the agitating questions which
aiiso cut of this subject. I will repeat, let him who can, stand
up hero and tell the country, and satisfy his own conscience.
when the whole country is calling out for peace, peace, peace;
when it is imploring its rulers above and its rulers below to

bring once more to this agitated and distracted people some

br.»ad and comprehensive scheme of healing, and set le all
these questions which agita e this afflicted people.let any
man who can, not in the public press, but in the Senate of
the United Stats, stand up and show that the plan which is
propped by Executive authority ia such a one a* is demanded
by the necessities of ihe case and the condition of the country.
I khould be glad lo hear that man. Ay, Mr. President, I
wish I had the mental power commensurate with my fervent
wiahea for the adjustment of these unhappy quea'iona, com¬

mensurate to urge upon you and upon the country forbear¬
ance, conciliation, (he surrender of extreme opinions, the
avoidance of attempting impossibilities.

8ir, I know there ia a floating idea in the Southern mind,
such aa we have heard before, of the necessity of an equili¬
brium of power between the two aectiona of the Unioo of a

That of the Committee also
proposes the admission of Ca¬
lifornia as a State.
They alio propose non-in¬

tervention as to slavery.
Thejr propose action and in-

terventi"n by the establish¬
ment of civil government for
the Territories, in conformity
with treaty and constitutional
obligations. To give the su¬

perintending and controlling
pov#er of our General Govern¬
ment, in place of that of Mexi-
jco, which they have lost; and
'to substitute a civil instead of
that military government,
which declares it will assume
an attitude of neutrality in the
boundary contest between New
Mexico and Texas.

balancing authority. However durable auch a state ci noli

Umble'r*IW«,*l?k ®,ghlKb*' *U knom U » uttw'y 'wprac-..Uknow that the rapid growth and unparalleled
P i>grees of the Northern portion of thia country is such that
it is impossible for the 8outb to keep pace with it . and unlJf
the order of all republic, .hall be
shall be governed by (he minority, the equilibrium ia unaJtain-
r'*^L*»r e u not and cannot be, and inthe nature of thinga it is impossible that there should be this

equilibrium of power between the two sections of this coun¬
try, does it therefore follow that the Southern portion is in
fh/r gfr WV reL8p1ct tJ tbtl 8re«» institution which eiiitsthere, and is cherished with so much solicitude > I think notI beheve not. All apprehensions of danger are founded onfligisnt abuses of power; and the possibility of such abuses
TfreJETX J mvest.e?t of p°wer> "«<* no human power
for ,h. lhe dan*er°f abQae- what are the securitie.for the maintenance of Southern rights connected with (hat

truth, that sense of justice which appertains to enlichtened
Sioa oHhT'""I' J" "" "»'« taitaSU
to ihM- » Sf tLn"ed. Sta,e*' w»h the oath which all take
o abide by that constitution. Next, there is a nccefsitv fo?he concurrence of both branches of Congress before any actOf egnl.tlon, inflicting . upon ,J,
l purarM,"ke rt"""""»r.c.f
ml remedies, there is the 8upreme Court of the UnitedStates ready to pronounce the annulment of any unconstim-

. i
m,ght uncon,t"u«ionally impair such right -

and there is also a sense of responsibility on the part of Sen!
thJLhl. "pre^nt?U:es to constituents But lastthough I trust in God the occasion for its xi«i>>iu _:ii

*"

arise thern id that .;.!.» e
exeicise will never

arise, mere is that right of resort to arms and to make fjrcibl»
resistance when oppr, ssion and tyranny become insupportable '

slavery, the only one to be affected by the fact that il
is m a minority. I8 it peculiar to that interest ? No sirHow is it with the fishing interest} How with the nal
Z LTT1' ^ u're *»* «rea"' ^ ^e mini

y. How is it with the manufacturing- interest * Inhe minority How is it with the commercial interest >
In the minority. In short, without continuing the enumera¬
tion, every interest in this country is in the minority except

en^fr m all'Pe7'd,ne interest of agriculture, which ex-tends from one end of the country to the other. We mum
reconciled to the condition which is inevitable. There is allreasonab'e secur.ty against any abuses which may be inflict*},
vj r

Progre85 °, tve"t#' wblch y°u <*n no more arrest than
you can seize and hold the beams which are poured forth fromtha great luminary of the system of which we compose a'
'V aD C#n 8t°P in ita onward course the floJuJof"^7TPl T/l, anud con,pel jt 10 larn back to its sources

in the Rocky and Alleghany mountains. It is utterly vain to
suppose you can acquire that equilibrium of which ie have

a d so much, between the slaveholding and the non-slave-
bo ding portions of the Union. It is not necessary, I hope ; it is
not necessary I believe , but, whether it is or not, it is unal!
tamable, by the operation of causes beyond all human or
earthly control. And to oppose the immutable and irrevoca-
f, r h. of P°Pu!at,on and °.f Nature is equivalent to a demand
¦or the severance of ihe Union-

bVep.ating !hat bere 8re five wounds which bythe committee of compromise are proposed to be closed. Sir
I know what may be said. I know it will be said that agita¬
tors will, even after the passage of all these measures, con-

theirs f f
' th® tW° ellreme« still cry out fortheir respective favorite measures; that the Wilmot provisoalthough feinlonal Governments will be established, will be

pressed, to be added by a supplementary act, or to be incorpo-wted in .he constitution, which then Torritorie. m.y c.ubliSb
hi."Z: "P

* ' t..e hoard it Mated onthis floor, I ass all your measures, and we will cry out for
T.. 'k,h°"to**-1 °f "¦«»«»"»I know something of the nature of my own countrymen I
speak also with the authority and with tbe aid of history. At
the time of the memorable Missouri compromise, as at this.
th»r m f®" u.nab,e1t0 determine in, my own mind whe-
ther more solicitude and anxiety existed then than now-the
Zttrrj- Was ¦" a"uPT0*T> °o the one side, for the ad-
EZ I ifT'u j L°n the other for her exclusion.
Every legislative body throughout the country.I believe
there were twenty-four then-bad denounced or Approved the
measure of the admission of Missouri. The measure was
finally carried by a small majority ; only six in the House of
Representatives, where the great struggle, where the long-continued exertion was carried on. And what were the con¬
sequences, the tranquilhiing jconsequences which ensued
throughout this distracted country } 'I he act was every where
whowm,M K JOy,iandieXU!tation' and triumPh 5 «nd the man
felt arn? Ill v 1° ,nterruPt ^e universal and deep-
the ri al,'Pervadm* h«"nony which prevailed throughoutUnn? ?7 in C0!15fqM!?ce of thal »Jju»lraent, would have
stood rebuked, and repudiated, and reproached by the indig¬nant voice of his countrymen. And I venture to say if thl.
measure of compromise goes to the country with all the high
sanctions which it may carry.sanctions of both Houses of
WirJn °\ f Execu,ive» and of «he great body of the
American people.to a country bleeding at every pore, to ¦
country,mooring us to settle their difficulties aJd give once
more peace and happiness to them, I venture to say that the

.' thoURh . few mty cro.k.nd h.l!
o an they please. There are a few miserable men who live

upon agitation,- men who are never satisfied until they can
place themselves at the bead of a little clique of agitators; and,
lTT,guhem t0fthe,r laile' tu the Democrat party and
f y, '"l1® m*> ^ ana a good Demociat, and I will brine
to you 'bis csptal which I have, and ensure your success
or go to the Whig party and say, " take this little balancing
power which I possess, and I will enable^our party to triumph
over their adversaries. I venture to say they will be hushed
into silence by the indignation they will meet every where,
m their vain and futile attempt to prolong that agitationwhich has threatened this country with the most direful cala-
mity which in all the dispensations ofGod could befall it.
I.. ! #m n®' 1 wou,d 8a? mucb more, but I cannot
longer tre.pass upon your time. I did not expect to have

say mor. 8 my Pbys,cal powers will not permit me to

ARRIVAL OF ANOTHER EUROPEAN STEAMER.

The Royal Mail steamer JEuropa arrived at Ha¬
lifax on Monday afternoon, bringing datea from
Liverpool to the 11th and London to the 10th in¬
stant. The Telegraph furnishes the following epi¬
tome of her commercial news :
The new American steamer Atlantic, of the Collins line,

arrived out in thirteen days. She reached Liverpool on Fri¬
day, 10th of May. She was, unfortunately, detained forty-
eight hours by an accident to her machinery. Her condens¬
ing pumps gave out, and her floats broke, they proving too
frail. Previous to the accident she had attained a very high
rate of speed. Owing to the above circumstance the Atlan¬
tic will not sail on the 15th, as was contemplated. The day
of htr sailing has not been fired.
The cJtton market at Liverpool was firm, but prices bad

not varied from those quoted at the sailing of the Hibernia.
The sales of the week amounted to 50,170 bales.

Flour has advanced one shilling per barrel, and corn meal
advanced Is. 2d. to Is. 3d. per barrel. Indian com has ad¬
vanced Is. 6d. per quarter. Not much doing in provisions.
Beef advanced 3s. to 4s. per tierce. Pork quiet. Bacon
firm at previous quotations. Tobacco in moderate demand,
with small sales.

In the British Parliament an attempt to take the duty off
newspaper advertisements had failed.
One of ihe wealthiest Lancashire manufacturers (Mr. Threl-

fall) has been arrested on a charge of forging bills to the
extent of forty thousand pounds. Twelve thousand had
been discounted when he was tsken, but the money was re¬

covered. Lord Johit Russell is still too ill to introduce the
Lord Lieutenancy bill. The crops are looking extremely
promising. The new expedition in search ofSir John Fbaxk-
lix sailed on the 8th.

In FaAneE the anniversary of the republic was celebrtted
with great pimp. All was quiet, and not a single arrest oc¬
curred. ,

Philadelphia, May 21.
The engine and tender attsched to the burden train of

csrs from Baltimore ran through th# draw on Crutn's bridge,.
about eighteen miles frem Philadelphia, last night, and were

precipitated into a schooner, which was psssing through at the
time. No serious damage. The passengers and mail for
Baltimoie left Philadelphia in a boat for Wilmington, and
thence by railroad.

St. Louis, May 21.
The Register reports tbe total number of deaths foi4be week

ending on Monday the 20th instant at 07, of which 26 were

children of five years of age snd under ; of the whole number
nine deaths were from cholera snd one of small pox. From
three of the cemeteries there are no reports.
The steamer James McLane csme down yesterday from

Council Bluffs which place she left on the 14th. 8he re¬

ports that nearly all ihe emigrants had crossed to the opposite
side of the river, and that hundreds were daily starting for the
Plains. The emigrants at St. Joseph's were fsst thinning
out The grsss in the vicinity of Knotville was up several
inches and growing rapidly. Provisions continued scarce.


